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Express spoke with Bob Cutshall, Vice 

President, Corporate Construction, and 

Will Jensen, Vice President, Architecture 

and Engineering, to learn about Ryan’s 

sustainable design and construction. 

EXPRESS:  The LEED (Leadership in 

Energy and Environmental Design) 

rating system and “green building” have 

been in the news a lot lately. What is 

Ryan’s approach to environmental and 

sustainability issues.

WJ:  It has always been a company 

focus to build the highest quality 

structures that consider operational 

efficiency and long-term value. Ryan has 

a diverse portfolio of LEED projects, 

and encourages employees to know 

and embrace this building standard, to 

the point where we want 50% of our 

project mangers to be LEED accredited 

by the end of this fiscal year (March 31, 

2008) and 75% of our architects and 

engineers.   

BC:  We have also established a Ryan 

Green Building Committee to conduct 

internal training programs that help 

the company stay on a “green” path, 

including setting minimum sustainability 

standards for all projects.  Also in this 

fiscal year, Ryan has set another goal: 

10% of Ryan projects will be designed 

and built in accordance with LEED 

standards. Next year, the goal increases 

to 20%, and the next to 30%. 

EXPRESS:  What are some of the 

challenges to implementing LEED?

WJ:  I don’t think LEED is any more 

challenging than other design-build 

projects. Design-build and LEED 

are based on integrated design — 

understanding that every design decision 

has an impact on cost, schedule and 

performance. As an integrated team, 

we always strive to infuse as much 

value and quality into our buildings as 

possible. LEED is just another set of 

criteria for doing that. 

BC:  Sometimes the customer can be the 

challenge. For build-to-suit projects for 

third-party owners, they can see how 

the decisions that cost them money now 

can save them more money down the 

road. On some development projects, 

tenants can have a more difficult time 

seeing the value. While most LEED 

projects have been built on the east 

and west coasts, midwest companies 

are starting to specify green building 

options as well. They’re recognizing 

air and water quality, natural light and 

alternative transportation options can 

have a great impact 

on their workforce. 

EXPRESS:  Why would 

someone chose Ryan 

for a LEED project?

WJ:  Ryan’s experience 

with LEED and 

sustainability is found in every sector 

of our business. From construction 

projects to operational sustainability to 

innovative design, we’ve been working 

on LEED projects in some of the most 

environmentally progressive states, and 

can put that experience to work on our 

next project. 

BC:  Our design-build integrated project 

delivery really sets Ryan apart. We have 

the flexibility to work closely with our 

customers and tailor a solution that 

meets all of their project goals. 

Ryan’s relationship with Dominick’s 

Finer Foods, Chicagoland’s largest 

grocery chain, started with the 

construction of their Oswego, Illinois 

store in Ryan’s Oswego Commons 

development. Seven years later, the 

relationship has grown to include 

“lifestyle” store remodels. 

“Our relationship with Ryan is based 

on confidence and trust,” said Robert 

Gordon, Director of Construction 

for Dominick’s. “Ryan has proven 

they can outstandingly perform on all 

ranges of work, from remodels to new 

construction. They have raised the bar 

for all our projects.”

To accommodate Dominick’s needs, 

Ryan’s Chicago office significantly 

added to its self-performed carpentry 

division. Ryan’s preconstruction 

input has also helped infuse value 

into the design, ensuring Dominick’s 

consistently receives a quality product 

that meets each individual grocery 

department’s needs. 

 “Ryan is also flexible with any changes 

in scope. They really perform well 

on schedule and always meet their 

completion dates,” said Gordon.

One example of Ryan’s work with the 

Dominick’s team is a new stand-alone 

grocery store with integrated rooftop 

parking, currently under construction 

in Chicago. This high profile project 

was created with a lot of input from 

neighborhood organizations, the 

alderman and the City. “With a winter 

start and very tight site restrictions, the 

on-site team has really 

peformed,” said Jennifer 

Kotz, Project Manager. 

“Like all the Dominick’s 

projects, the Ryan and 

Dominick’s design and 

construction teams have 

communicated and 

collaborated closely 

to ensure we stay on 

schedule and deliver a 

quality project. It’s been 

a great team effort.”

Dominick’s Finer 
Foods 

The Towers at Bressi Ranch — Carlsbad, California  
Architect: Smith Consulting Architects

Dominick’s Finer Foods — Park Ridge, Illinios 
Architect: Heights Venture Architects

Two MarketPointe — Bloomington, Minnesota 
Architect: Ryan Companies US, Inc.

Since its founding in 1905, the Cedar Rapids Museum of Art has been a vital part 

of Eastern Iowa’s cultural experience. The museum is committed to collecting, 

preserving and exhibiting work by Midwest artists, and has the world’s largest 

collection of works by American regional artists Grant Wood and Marvin D. Cone.  

As a corporate member for seven years, Ryan enjoys a great relationship with the 

Cedar Rapids Museum of Art (CRMA). Marc Gullickson, President, Iowa Region has 

served on the Board of Trustees for two years, and as chair of the building committee 

has been key in preserving the art museum’s biggest assets: their buildings. “The 

museum is a beautiful example of 1905 Bozart-style Carnegie library,” said Terrence 

Pitts, Executive Director of the museum. “In 1989, Charles Moore designed a wing 

addition that houses the galleries and collections. We also own Grant Wood’s studio 

and home, a 19th century carriage house, and have just embarked on a restoration. 

Marc’s expertise and guidance have been invaluable in maintaining these treasures.”

Ryan also contributed to the museum in a more direct way, providing construction 

expertise for the largest exhibit the musuem had ever undertaken, named Art in 

Roman Life. The exhibit focused on Roman antiquities, and Ryan transformed more 

than a quarter of the galleries into rooms from an ancient Roman villa. 

“From what I know of the Ryan culture, Marc and Ryan’s involvement with CRMA 

are for the betterment of the community — not necessarily Ryan,” said Pitts. “They 

are genuinely interested in seeing this community thrive.”

The art of relationships 

Building GREEN 

NCA-CASI — Tempe, Arizona 
Architect: EMC2 Group

HNI Corporation — Muscatine, Iowa 
Architect: Gensler, Inc. and OPN 
Architects, Inc.

Cedar Rapids Museum of Art Art in Roman Life  
Exhibit — Cedar Rapids, Iowa 




