
“We have lost three generations of our 

youth to crack, gangs, fatherlessness 

and lack of skills. We need to raise up 

a new generation of urban leaders that 

are excellent: educationally, technically, 

morally and vocationally,” said Art 

Erickson, Co-founder/President, Urban 

Ventures Leadership Foundation.

Erickson’s words are actually the 

mission statement for the Twin 

Cities Cristo Rey model Jesuit 

High School/Colin Powell Center, a 

unique collaboration in Minneapolis’ 

Phillips neighborhood between Urban 

Ventures, the Twin Cities Jesuit High 

School Project and Ryan Companies 

US, Inc. “There is a great need for 

quality education which can break the 

cycle of generational poverty for inner-

city families,” said Reverend David 

Haschka, Jesuit President of the Twin 

Cities Cristo Rey model High School. 

“The Cristo Rey model meets that need 

with a proven curriculum. The Colin 

Powell Center will provide peripheral 

support through its work with kids 

as well as their families. Together, the 

prospect for success is even greater.”

The fi rst Cristo Rey High School was 

founded in 1996 in Chicago. Today, 

there are 13 inner-city Cristo Rey Jesuit 

model schools throughout the country 

with an average graduation rate of 

90 percent. The curriculum is based 

on a four-day school week. On day 

fi ve, students work at local businesses, 

jobs found through the school’s 

employment agency, to help pay their 

tuition. “In addition to a college-

preparatory curriculum, students also 

get real corporate work experience 

which gives them a totally different 

vision of themselves and their future 

prospects,” said Haschka. 

“We were working with Art on the 

Colin Powell Center,” said Jim Ryan, 

Co-owner/CEO of Ryan. “When we 

learned about the Cristo Rey project, 

Pat (Ryan), Tim (Gray) and I saw the 

synergy between the two projects. We 

introduced the idea of combining the 

facilities to Art and David, and things 

progressed from there.”

The Colin Powell Center will provide a 

host of services for neighborhood kids 

and families through a collaboration of 

local partner organizations: INROADS, 

Inc., Perspectives Family Center: Kids 

Café, Youth Frontiers, Page Education 

Foundation, Arts Us and Urban 

Ventures. “The Twin Cities hasn’t 

done the job for urban and minority 

youth,” said Erickson. “The Brookings 

Institute produced a study which said 

there will be a crisis in Minnesota in 

15 years because we will not have 

an employee base that is adequately 

trained and educated to maintain our 

competitiveness in the nation. This 

project is the culmination of great 

needs and cooperating, collaborative 

programs coming together with real 

solutions. It’s the right place at the 

right time with the right project.” 

The total cost of the project will be 

$30 million, with $16 million already 

raised. Ryan is donating the design and 

construction fee, as well as making a 

signifi cant gift to the project through 

the Ryan Foundation. “When we took 

on the Midtown Exchange project, we 

decided to focus our Foundation efforts 

on the surrounding community,” 

said Jim Ryan. Midtown Exchange, 

a 1.1-million-square-foot historic 

redevelopment of a former Sears retail 

store and warehouse, dominates the 

Phillips neighborhood’s landscape. 

“The Foundation is education focused, 

so the Cristo Rey model/Colin Powell 

Center project was a natural fi t for us.”

To donate to the Cristo Rey model 

Jesuit High School/Colin Powell Center 

project, contact Jim or Pat Ryan at 

612-492-4000.
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Cristo Rey High School/
Colin Powell Center
CREATING A NEW GENERATION OF URBAN 

LEADERS IN THE HEART OF MINNEAPOLIS 

Ryan made its Cedar Rapids debut 

in November 1990 as the company’s 

fi rst satellite offi ce. The decision came 

after much soul searching. While the 

company’s owners saw opportunity in 

the Iowa move, they were concerned 

about establishing and maintaining 

the organization’s culture and proven 

business model in a new state.  

Ryan’s fi rst challenge was to revitalize 

a downtown project that had long been 

dormant. Ryan’s success on the Town 

Centre complex became the launching 

pad for what is now a $100-million 

market for the company and includes 

offi ces in Davenport and Des Moines.

What can we make of those 15 years? 

Ryan is proud of the satellite template 

formed in Iowa, which has since been  

applied in Phoenix, Chicago and San 

Diego and will be again in Tampa. 

While the template is impressive, the 

legacy of lasting relationships with 

customers like Alliant Energy, Mercy 

Medical Center, Deere & Company 

and many others is even more so.

On this 15th anniversary, Ryan Iowa 

looks confi dently forward as Building 

Lasting Relationships remains our 

primary mission.  
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Twin Cities Cristo Rey model High School/Colin Powell Center partnership (L-R):  Jim Ryan, Co-owner/
CEO, Ryan Companies US, Inc.; Reverend David Haschka, President, Twin Cities Cristo Rey High 
School; and Art Erickson, Co-founder/President, Urban Ventures Leadership Foundation

Isle of Capri Bettendorf Casino Hotel
Bettendorf, Iowa

Artist’s rendering of Cristo Rey model High School/Colin Powell Center

From Marc Gullickson 
President, Iowa

15 Years and Counting...




