
On December 14, 2006, Ryan’s  

San Diego office broke ground on 

the second phase of the Riverview at 

Santee development. The first phase 

of the project, completed prior to the 

opening of Ryan’s satellite office, is  

an 80,000-square-foot build-to-suit  

office building for The Hartford. Phase II  

of the project will consist of a 22-acre  

mixed-use development featuring 

63,500 square feet of office condos, 

240 residential condos and a 10- to 12-

screen movie theatre.

Ryan is partnering with a residential 

developer on the condominiums. 

Creating amazing views for the future 

residents, San Diego County recently 

began dredging the river to expand 

the width of the river behind the units. 

Ryan will install pathways connecting 

to the county’s river paths which lead 

to a new Interpretive Nature Center. 

Santee city officials have welcomed 

the Riverview at Santee office condos 

plan. Because of Santee’s location, 

25 minutes east of downtown San 

Diego, a majority of Santee’s residents 

commute to the city. Santee has made 

great strides in growing the community, 

developing a healthy industrial presence 

and a new power retail shopping 

center with 700,000 square feet of 

retail space. Santee also boasts one of 

the few growing residential markets in 

San Diego County. With the addition 

of commercial space and the jobs the 

tenants will bring, the City has another 

means to match the amenities they have 

added over the last few years. 

Like Ryan’s Bressi Ranch Corporate 

Center in Carlsbad, California, the 

Riverview office condos are LEED-

inspired (Leadership in Energy and 

Environmental Design) 

and led by Ryan’s 

own green-building 

aficionado, Division 

Manager Robbie Knight. 

“Because the individual 

condos are build-to-suit, 

we cannot certify the 

building. However, the 

shell will be an efficient 

exterior envelope, feature 

dual insulated glass and have a light-

reflected roof. We will use sustainable 

technologies and reclaimed water for 

irrigation,” said Knight. “So we’ve 

made it easy for a customer to make an  

individual office LEED-friendly.”

“Riverview will meet a fast-growing 

need in this area. Ninety percent 

of businesses in San Diego County 

have fewer than 20 employees,” 

said Matt Reid, Vice President of 

Development for Ryan. “Even the 

area’s larger companies have smaller 

offices scattered throughout the San 

Diego area due to traffic congestion. 

These condos cater to those businesses’ 

specific building needs.” 

“Plus, with a trolley/bus hub only a 

quarter of a mile from the building, 

residents have a transportation option 

that is not only green, but much more 

convenient than being stuck in traffic 

twice a day,” added Knight.
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Interdisciplinary collaboration and 

unique design were two reasons why 

the national Design-Build Institute 

of America (DBIA) selected TASER 

International Headquarters in 

Scottsdale, Arizona as the 11th annual 

Professional Design-Build Award winner 

in the “Best Private Sector Building 

project under $15 million” category. 

The award identifies projects across 

the country that best exemplify the 

advanced and innovative application of 

thoroughly integrated project delivery. 

During the 16-month design-build 

process, Ryan led architects, engineers 

and subcontractors from more than  

50 companies. 

“We’re very proud of this award,”  

said Chuck Carefoot, Vice President of  

Construction for Ryan and the project’s  

team leader. “The team created a unique  

design and developed innovative methods 

to create a building that truly reflects 

TASER’s core principles and values.”

The creative minds of DFD 

CornoyerHedrick were the architects on 

the project deemed “Battleship in the 

Desert” because of its size 

and gray hue. Composed 

of glass, metal panels and 

tilt-up concrete, the design 

is gutsy and edgy, to 

mirror TASER’s corporate 

image. “The TASER 

project had the stellar mix 

of a creative customer 

who trusted us to design 

a building that suited 

them, and a contractor 

and consultants who were 

integral parts of the design team,” said 

Niki Possas, Principal-in-charge and 

Project Director for the DFD team. 

For the second consecutive year, Ryan 

was awarded the National Trust/

Housing and Urban Development 

Secretary’s Award for Excellence in 

Historic Preservation; this year for 

Midtown Exchange (Grain Belt 

Brewhouse, 2005). 

Built in 1928, the one-million-square-

foot brick and concrete structure 

closed in the early 1990s and stood 

vacant for more than 10 years before 

the Ryan-led redevelopment team 

transformed it. The key components 

include: Allina Hospitals and Clinics 

corporate headquarters, The Chicago 

Historic Lofts, Midtown Exchange 

Apartments, Midtown Exchange 

Condos on the Greenway, Sheraton 

Minneapolis Midown Hotel, Midtown 

Global Market, Hennepin County 

Service Center, a Metro Transit bus hub, 

retail space and 1,984 parking spaces. 

The architects include: Collaborative 

Design Group, Elness Swenson Graham, 

Shea, Perkins & Will, UrbanWorks 

Architecture and Close Landscape 

Architecture.

“The rehabilitation of Minneapolis’ 

Sears building is a great example of how 

historic preservation and community 

revitalization go hand in hand,” said 

Richard Moe, President of the National 

Trust for Historic Preservation. 

“Midtown Exchange has given new life 

not only to this historic structure, but 

also to a community that was beginning 

to lose hope. I am proud to honor 

Ryan for this outstanding project.” 
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